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If you have questions or concerns about COVID-19 and resources,  
Call 2-1-1 or text “NJCOVID” to 898-211 or go to our or click the link provided HERE 

 

October 30, 2020 

 

Dear School Community, 

Welcome fall recess! Can you believe that we have completed almost nine uninterrupted weeks of school? In 
my “welcome back” letter, I referenced one of the most famous lines in rock music, “What a Long Strange Trip 
Its Been,” and still think it remains the frontrunner for “Theme of the School Year!”  

I wanted to take a moment and recognize our dedicated faculty and staff. This school year has been 
challenging in so many ways and the performance of our employees has been extraordinary. From 
navigating thy hybrid schedule to ensuring our buildings are “Covid” cleaned, I am deeply humbled to 
work with so many caring professionals. I am also very proud of our students. While this is not the school 
year they envisioned, our students continue to handle difficult circumstances. Resilience is the key 
ingredient throughout this pandemic, and our South Harrison School Community continues to epitomize 
this character trait.  I am certain we will look back on this moment, proud of how we have handled this 
difficult time – together – as one Roadrunner family! 

Below are several important announcements.  

Special Election to Replace Mercury Containing Gym Floor 

The South Harrison Elementary School Board of Education has authorized a Special Election to be held 
during this year’s general election (November 3, 2020), for consideration of a bond proposal to replace 
the elementary school gym floor.  In the spring of 2019, through environmental testing procedures, 
District Personnel became aware of mercury containment in the gymnasium rubber-like polyurethane 
floor.  All information including environmental test procedures and results, communication to the school 
community and links to resources can be found here. Additionally, the Special Election: Virtual Question 
& Answer Presentation, 10/26/2020 is now available for the public. Should you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to me at your convenience. 

School Reopening & District Calendar 
School reopens on Monday, November 9th. To monitor our school calendar, click HERE. 

Fall Recess: An Opportunity for Self-Care 

We cannot ignore the stress our students are under and the challenge they face in handling uncertainty. 
The following guidance may assist parents to help their children engage in self-care practices over the 
break.  To read more about these self-care practices, click on the article, 7 Science-Based Strategies to 
Cope with Coronavirus Anxiety. 

 Do not underestimate your own resilience. Often people overestimate how much negative 
events will affect their lives, and underestimate how well they can cope. Have confidence in your 
ability to get through this. 

 Practice tolerating uncertainty. Uncertainty makes people vulnerable to anxiety. Gradually face 
uncertainty in daily life by easing back on certainty-seeking behaviors. 

https://www.nj.gov/dcf/news/Hotlines&Helplines-COVID.pdf
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/AmkzfWl70OeNXzbsdovbuA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRheUXqP0RaaHR0cHM6Ly9hc3Auc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9raW5nc3dheS86JTIwaHR0cHM6L3d3dy5zb3V0aGhhcnJpc29uLmsxMi5uai51cy9QYWdlLzEyOTUuVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASGoSmF-cJQUSUhxsYXZlbmRlcmpAa2luZ3N3YXkuazEyLm5qLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5Z9h_DnPmSckwPJHwPD-wQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRheUXqP0R2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhoYXJyaXNvbi5rMTIubmoudXMvY21zL2xpYi9OSjAxMDAxNzk2L0NlbnRyaWNpdHkvRG9tYWluLzIyL1NIJTIwTWVyY3VyeSUyMFJlZmVyZW5kdW0lMjAxMC4yNi4yMDIwLnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEhqEphfnCUFElIcbGF2ZW5kZXJqQGtpbmdzd2F5LmsxMi5uai51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5Z9h_DnPmSckwPJHwPD-wQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRheUXqP0R2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhoYXJyaXNvbi5rMTIubmoudXMvY21zL2xpYi9OSjAxMDAxNzk2L0NlbnRyaWNpdHkvRG9tYWluLzIyL1NIJTIwTWVyY3VyeSUyMFJlZmVyZW5kdW0lMjAxMC4yNi4yMDIwLnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEhqEphfnCUFElIcbGF2ZW5kZXJqQGtpbmdzd2F5LmsxMi5uai51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us//cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/68/2020-21+SH+School+Calendar+BOE+Approved+7-20-2020.pdf
https://theconversation.com/7-science-based-strategies-to-cope-with-coronavirus-anxiety-133207
https://theconversation.com/7-science-based-strategies-to-cope-with-coronavirus-anxiety-133207
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 Tackle the anxiety paradox. Anxiety rises proportionally to how much one tries to get rid of it. 
“What you resist persists.” 

 Create Boundaries around social media consumption. 

 Stay active and prioritize physical and mental health. 

 Exercise patience, kindness and compassion toward yourself and others. 

Dr. Sannino to Step Down as Principal 
Dr. Sannino’s resignation as our school principal has been accepted, regretfully, and I want to take a moment 
to offer her a personal note of gratitude for all her diligence, student advocacy and passion as an educator 
these past five years. Serving in the role of a school administrator is often thankless work, but Dr. Sannino has 
filled this role with poise, confidence, and compassion. She leaves large shoes to fill for her successor, and we 
wish her continued success as she moves into a district-level position with Gloucester Township. Please join 
me in thanking Dr. Sannino for her dedication to South Harrison Twp. Elementary School’s students, faculty, 
and staff. 

New Principal – What is Next? 
Dr. Sannino will serve in her capacity through the end of the calendar year (Dec. 24, 2020). In the meantime, 
an interim principal position has been posted and the search has begun. I will continue to keep our faculty, 
staff, and school community informed as we move along the process. 

Health & Safety Plan – Remain Vigilant, Stay Healthy 

We have spent time focused on three guidelines that serve as the cornerstone of our Health & Safety 
Plan. As we enter fall recess, it is important that we continue to be mindful of the environment we are 
living, as the coronavirus does not discriminate. Our students will have plenty of temptation to gather for 
Halloween and other fall-related activities. I am encouraging everyone to keep what the health experts 
continue to tout as our best defense in mitigating transmission of the coronavirus. We want everyone to 
remain healthy and our schools to remain open. 

Wear your mask 
Maintain social distancing 

Practice good hand and respiratory hygiene 

Gov. Murphy’s Strongly Warns Against Interstate Travel 
As part of our community mitigation efforts, we are following the spirit of Governor Murphy’s advisory 
regarding travel to certain impacted states on the Travel Advisory List. Gov. Murphy has recently underscored 
his position on this matter with urgent pleas against interstate travel and was quoted as saying, “my advice is 
to frankly not travel” as New Jersey begins to see an uptick in cases statewide. 

In closing, thank you for your prompt attention to this communication and I wish for each of you a fun and 
relaxing fall recess! 

Very truly yours, 

 
Dr. James J. Lavender 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey

